Necrosis of portal tumor embolus of hepatocellular carcinoma by lipiodol transcatheter chemo-embolization. A case report.
We describe a case of hepatocellular carcinoma in which a tumor embolus in the portal vein and 3 of 4 intrahepatic metastases were necrosed completely by Lipiodol transcatheter chemo-embolization (Lipiodol-TCE). Tumor emboli in the portal vein and intrahepatic metastases usually cannot be necrosed by conventional transcatheter chemo-embolization alone, because small nodules such as intrahepatic metastases and tumor emboli in the portal vein are supplied blood from the portal vein. However, in this case, Lipiodol-TCE was effective against tumor emboli in the portal vein and intrahepatic metastases.